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WHAT WILL RE-GATHERING LOOK LIKE?

We will continue to offer online worship via Zoom and
Facebook Live when we return to in-person worship.   
(continued)

    I’ve been thinking a bit about how we could re-write some
hymns during the time of COVID-19.  Titles like: “Shall we
socially distance at the river?” and “There is a vaccine in
Gilead” come to mind.  Maybe that’s the sign that COVID has
entered every portion of our lives.  Or maybe not. 
    We do know this: we are all excited by the prospect of
seeing one another again and worshiping in person.  I wish it
were as simple and easy as just unlocking the doors and
turning on the lights.  As recent spikes in COVID-19 cases as
shown, we must be careful in our approach. 
    The Diocese requires all parishes to submit a Vestry-
approved plan for coming back together in person.  The
Regathering Team developed a plan, which is now going to
Vestry for their approval.  
    Earlier in the spring, a group of vestry members
parishioners, and staff began studying the guidelines issued
by the CDC, New York State and the Episcopal Diocese of
Rochester.  They gave serious consideration to our approach. 
 They focus not only on HOW to come together, but how our
coming together creates a meaningful, transformative
experience of Christ.  The Team acknowledges that no plan
can cover every eventuality, and therefore the current plan
will likely require review and refinement as we move
forward. 
    The plan begins with a goal: to provide options for both
online and in-person worship that are aimed towards the best
possible experience: worship that is sacred, meaningful, and
supportive of our community in Christ.  

The plan has three key components in its approach:
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In-person worship will take place in the
church, following recommendations for
social distancing and sanitation.
Fellowship is an important component of
St. John’s, and therefore we will consider
having outdoor options consistent with
Diocesan guidelines to enrich our life in
community. What does this mean for us
on a practical level? When you come
back to church, some things will be
different. 

Please plan to come to church a little
earlier than 10 in order to fill out a
contact tracing form, and wait to be
directed to a pew.
Some pews will be marked off, in order to
keep 6-foot distances between individuals
and family groups.  (We will try to keep
some of the more “favorite” pews
available.)
All members of the congregation will wear
masks.
We will have sanitizer and tissues in each
pew.  Disposable masks will be available.
We removed all books from the pews. The
entire service, including lyrics to the
hymns, will be in a printed bulletin and in
PowerPoint on the Zoom display.
The large screen TV will be used to show
the participants on Zoom.
Cameras will be placed at various points
in the church for broadcasting to Zoom.
 We will have (at most) one person singing
in person. That person will sit apart from
everyone else and will remain at least 10
feet from everyone while
singing.  Additional music will be provided
by instrumentalists and our virtual choir.
We will observe waving as our sign of the
peace in order to avoid touching.
We will not have Holy Eucharist until
advised by the Diocese accordingly.  When
Holy Eucharist becomes possible, we will
study and recommend an approach for
Vestry approval.

(continued from previous page) 

 At no time will online worship be considered
“lesser” than being present in person. We will
work to include online participants and
encourage their voices in the liturgy.

Here are some of the things that you will
find: 

Any social activity that we have will
take place outdoors, with individuals
using their own lawn chairs spaced 6
feet apart.  We will not share food or
beverages.  We will have at least one
computer outdoors for online
participants to take part in the activity.
We will ask each person to sanitize the
restrooms after each use. 

     Obviously, these changes are very
different from the warm, family-like
approach that we so love at St.
John’s.  However, these changes will keep
us all safer during this pandemic.   These
changes will also align us with every other
parish in our Diocese as we adapt ourselves
to the church of 2020.  With patience and
grace, we can come back together.  And, we
pray, God will guide us as his disciples in
how to pray, how to love, and how to serve
Him as the situation evolves.
     What I’ve included above is just a
portion of the overall plan.  The
Regathering Team gave good and wise
thought to all the aspects of our coming
together.  I am very grateful for their input
and assistance.   If you would like to see
the full draft plan, I am happy to share it
with you.  In the meantime, let us recall
that original goal set out by the
Regathering Team: to provide options for
both online and in-person worship that are
aimed towards the best possible experience:
worship that is sacred, meaningful, and
supportive of our community in Christ.
    Please think and pray on this
information.  Please discuss it with your
family.  Please know that however you
chose to join us—whether in person, or
online-- is absolutely wonderful.  God loves
that you want to be part of this
community.  God also loves that you want
to be safe.
     Pending Vestry approval and Diocesan
approval, we will aim to regather in person
on Sunday, July 19 at 10 am.  Please watch
your email and the Sunday announcements
for more updates. Sending prayers for you
to be healthy and safe

—Virginia+
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Theresa, Rich, Turi, John, Keith, Noah, Rosemary,
Jane, Karen, Joe, Michael, Renee, Mark, Angela,

Elaine, Jean, Sarah, Roger, Chris, Josie, Paul, Rachel
and George

Please pray for:

     St. John's is pleased to partner with Lupinetti's Hair
Styling on a "cutting edge" new community project. 
 Through a grant from the Episcopal Diocese of Rochester,
we will provide free or reduced-price hair services for  25
people at Lupinetti's. 

     Tracy Lupinetti helped us design the program, whereby
local pastors and those working in the community can
provide certificates for $20 off of a service at Lupinetti's. 
 Patrons simply give the certificate at checkout. St. John's
will reimburse the salon $20 for each turned-in certificate   
In addition to the lower cost services, certificate bearers
will also receive a free gift from Lupinetti's!  

      We are very grateful to Tracy and his team for heping
us to put this program together.  Certificates are available
through the FISH Food Pantry, Totiaktin/Seneca Place, the
First Presbyterian Church, Honeoye Falls United Methodist
Church, and St. John's.  For more ifnormation, please
speak with Virginia.
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CONGRATULATIONS

oh, baby!

Harriet Wallace

granddaughter of Cathy & Jonathan Motherwell

born June 28

Wren Ng-Conwell

granddaughter of Gay Mills & Yeates Conwell

born May 28

St. John's Helps Folks 
Get a Fresh Look

Congratulations 
Elliott and Erin Goodness

son of Gaie Goodness
joined in Holy Matrimony

 June 13, 2030



White Fragility by Robin Diangelo

Punching the Air--great for young adult readers

All are Welcome--good for children

Now is a great time to expand our understanding and
thinking about what is happening around us.

Bishop Singh suggests that we all read Unsettling
Truths: The Ongoing, Dehumanizing Legacy of the
Doctrine of Discovery by Mark Charles and Soongh-
Chan Rah. This is an intense discussion of American
history, the Doctrine of Discovery, and the theologies
that frame our current situation.  We will offer a
discussion of the first few chapters of the book at
noon on July 26.

The book can be purchased on Amazon. The kindle
version is $4.99 and paperback is around $14.

Additional books you may want to consider:

SOCIAL HOUR
Join us on Friday July 17

at 5:30 pm
for drinks and snacks on Zoom!

Summer Reading Suggestions
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Join us on Tuesday’s at 11 am
for a Virtual Bible Study! 

We will take a look at the
scripture readings that will be
used in the following Sunday’s
Service. We will meet on zoom!
Use meeting ID 532-398-8617.

Bible Study



July
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday SaturdayFriday

1

7 pm
Pinehurst
Parade

12
6 Post
Pentecost

19
7 Post
Pentecost

26
8 Post
Pentecost

12 pm
Book
Group
Discussion

2

7 8 9

5:30 pm
Social
Hour

11

13

20

18171615
6 pm
EP

7 pm
Social
Hour

14
11 am
Bible
Study

7 pm
Vestry

25242322
6 pm
EP

7 pm
Social
Hour

21
11 am
Bible
Study

28
11 am
Bible
Study

27

Our Sunday Services our now LIVE streamed on Facebook!

If you would like printed copies of the readings mailed to you,
please let Jill know (info@stjohnshoneoyefalls.org)

3 4

5
5 Post
Pentecost

6

29
6 pm
EP

7 pm
Social
Hour

30 31

Virginia on vacation



Fun at Pinehurst
We had a great time at Pinehurst on Wednesday, July 1.  We did a "socially distanced" parade, walking
around the exterior of the builidng and showing signs of love and cheer.  The residents--many of whom
have been quarantined becauese of COVID-19,  were out to wave and cheers us on!  Thanks to all who
joined us with signs and good humor.  

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  O N  T H E

E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H ' S   P O S I T I O N  O N

V A R I O U S  S O C I A L  A N D  P U B L I C  P O L I C Y

I S S U E S ,  V I S I T  A T H E  N A T I O N A L  E P I S C O P A L

C H U R C H  W E B S I T E :

H T T P S : / / E P I S C O P A L C H U R C H . O R G / O G R / G

E N E R A L - A D V O C A C Y - R E S O U R C E S
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love,
peace,
and joy


