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All are Welcome at the Lord’s Table   In this Issue 

By Virginia Tyler Smith, Rector  

It seems line everywhere I go 

these days, I see plaques and 

pillows (and mugs, etc.) that say 

“Blessed.”  And at first glance, I 

think: “Isn’t that nice? The per-

son has gratitude for all the 

good things in his/her life.:”   

As I think about it, though, I 

have to admit that part of me is 

curious why all those who are 

“blessed” aren’t necessarily do-

ing much to share their 

”blessings ” with others.  They 

are not (necessarily) the first 

people at church sharing their 

joy about God’s action in their 

lives.  And if I really want to get 

snarky about it, why not take the 

money for the “blessed” pillow 

and donate to causes for those 

who are...shall we say, “less-

blessed?” 

Maybe it’s because Fall (and 

election season), and Thanks-

giving, and blessings all get 

rolled together, but I feel like I’m 

seeing more of the decor, and a 

lot less of the behaviors one 

would expect from those who 

are, in fact, blessed.  

So, that leads me to two 

thoughts.  On the negative side: 

perhaps people are saying they 

are blessed as a way of adver-

tising their well-being.  Let’s be 

clear: prosperity is not the same 

as being blessed.  Having a 

good life does not mean you 

have pleased God. It means you 

have been fortunate, and you 

have a lot for which to be thank-

ful.  Similarly, having difficulty in 

your life, or illness, or poverty, 

does not mean God is punishing 

you.  As we learn in Luke’s Ser-

mon on the Plain (Luke 6:20-31) 

you can be poor, hungry, weep-

ing, and/or hated and still God 

will love and bless you. 

So that brings me to the second, 

slightly more positive, thought.  

Maybe all the “blessed” bling is 

our aspiration.  We may be hurt-

ing now, but we hope there will 

be blessing in it. We trust that 

God is acting in our lives, even 

when we do not feel it.  
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We have our pillow and a mug to remind ourselves.  

“When I feel lost and lonely, I can fill up this mug with 

hot coffee and feel God’s warmth fill me.  When I am 

tired and afraid, I can put my head on this pillow and 

rest in the Lord.”   

I honestly hope and pray that for those who feel the 

need to have “blessed’ in their lives, that they will find 

a way to bring “blessed”—in and through and of 

Christ—to others.  After all, Miriam  

Webster’ third definition of “blessed” is “bringing 

pleasure, contentment or good fortune.”  Perhaps we 

should all try to be blessed by bringing good things to 

those around us! Here’s one way… 

Have you ever pulled up to a traffic light and seen 

someone with a sign saying, “In need. Please help”? 

It can be awkward to sit at the light and not know 

what to do.  Wouldn’t it be great if there was a ready-

made kit that you could just hand over? 

There is! It’s called a blessing bag.  It contains items 

that people on the street most often need: water, 

shelf-stable food, a dry pair of socks, and information 

on places to get a hot meal and help.   

In our mission budget this year, we set side funds for 

outreach.  Let’s take some of those funds to buy the 

items for blessing bags, and put as many bags to-

gether as possible.  Please join me on Sunday, No-

vember 17 after Coffee Hour for this simple work-

shop. 

We could  use some help shopping for the items.  If 

you’re interested, I can give you the shopping list, 

Tax-exempt certificate, and funds to cover the pur-

chase.  We will need to have everything ready to go 

by November 19. 

Once we make the bags, we will have them available 

for anyone in the parish.  Keep a few in your car, and 

give them out as needed.  You will be a blessing to 

others, and in turn, will truly be blessed. 

Peace to all— 

Virginia+ 

 

Did you know that St. John’s helps to 
sponsor the Lutheran-Episcopal Campus 
Ministry at RIT? It’s called The Table.   

Every Sunday evening, about 25 students 
and their chaplains gather for worship and 
dinner at the Center for Religious Life on the 
RIT Campus. 

 

St. John’s is providing the dinner on Sun-
day, November 3.  If you would like to help 
Virginia to cook and serve the meal, just let 
her know.   

Dinner will be served around 7 pm. 
Come join us!
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Do you have coats , in good condition that 

you no longer wear or need? Bring them to 

church and we will get them to those in need!  

Coats donated will be given to Saint’s Place. 

Saint's Place operates the largest clothing clos-

et in Rochester.  It spans over six classrooms at 

St. John of Rochester. The Clothing Closet is 

open not only to refugees, but also to the poor 

and needy of Rochester who are referred to us 

by non-profits and case workers.  We average 

150 shoppers every month.   Saint's Place 

Clothing Closet is open four days per week, 

Monday-Thursday. More info can be found at: 

https://saintsplace.org/clothing-closet. 
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FISH Holiday Dinner Boxes 

Friends In Service Here (FISH) Food Closet will be handing out Holi-

day Dinner Boxes to their clients again this year! St. John’s has com-

mitted to help them collect complete boxes. Items needed include: 

HFMP gift card (for meat, margarine, eggs and milk - $20 or more if 

large family), potatoes or instant potatoes, canned corn and/or car-

rots, green bean casserole ingredients (2 cans green beans, 2 cans of 

cream of mushroom or celery soup, French-fried onions), fresh or 

canned fruit, roll or bread mix, dessert mix (cake, brownie or pie), 

juice, tea or coffee, cranberry sauce and/or applesauce, stuffing mix, 

Jello or pudding, canned or mix gravy, paper napkins. If you are inter-

ested in helping with this ministry, please bring the requested items 

and place them on the back pew of the church or in the Parish House!  

Interested in volunteering at FISH or run the collection/delivery of 

these items for St. John’s ? -See Virginia! 
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Support Efforts to End Child and Maternal Deaths! 

A bipartisan group of senators has introduced legislation to reduce the number of child and maternal 
deaths globally. Led by Senators Susan Collins (R-ME) and Chris Coons (D-DE), the Reach Every Mother and 
Child Act (S. 1766) establishes key reforms to strengthen existing child and maternal programs administered 
by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID). 

Since 1990, mortality rates of mothers and children under the age of five have been cut by more than 
half. Progress has largely been achieved using simple solutions and proven, inexpensive interventions to ad-
dress leading causes of death, including diarrhea, pneumonia, malnutrition, and complications during preg-
nancy and birth. Despite this remarkable progress, over 5 million children and 295,000 women die each year 
from preventable causes, the majority of which occur in low-income countries. 

The U.S. government has led global efforts to tackle preventable causes of death in children under five 
years old for the past two decades. These efforts have included providing financial and technical assistance 
to low-income countries with high incidents of under-five deaths, as well as mobilizing other donor countries 
to do the same. In 2014, the U.S. declared that ending preventable child and maternal deaths around the 
world is a national priority. 

The Reach Every Mother and Child Act would require the U.S. government to establish and implement a 
five-year whole-of-government strategy as a contribution towards the global goal of ending preventable 
child and maternal deaths by 2030. Additionally, this bill would institute strong reporting requirements to 
enhance the transparency and accountability of USAID child and maternal health programs. In terms of pro-
gram implementation, the bill directs USAID to increase access, use evidence-based health interventions, 
and utilize existing financial resources innovatively to achieve optimal results.   

In 2012, the General Convention passed a resolution directing the Office of Government Relations to ad-
vocate for legislation and programs that will improve maternal and child health. Please join us by urging 
your senators to support this important legislation.  

Advent Wreath Making 

Sunday, November 24  

during Coffee Hour 

Please call 
the office to  

donate 
greens! 

https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/M3vvnKmH5p1a-HhRhkeneA
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/uZhT3KemCLeaZAeHrG5ShA
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/uZhT3KemCLeaZAeHrG5ShA
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/4t1cvuHJoFcrWJdUw_oDHg
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/kBuiTju-Ux1CvcJ9LAixlQ
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/ruxUkCf2TrhJ2LUy-kiDnQ
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/m6W3ARzO-y7f-p1GT80GpA
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/yomGeJfk-Zzukqa5gASRdQ
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/M3vvnKmH5p1a-HhRhkeneA
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/M3vvnKmH5p1a-HhRhkeneA
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Please Pray For: 

Theresa, Rich Turi, John, Keith, Fran, Ed, Jana, Chelsea,  

Noah, Allen, Nancy, Gary, Rosemary and Valerie 

ALTAR GUILD FOR NOVEMBER: BEV SMITH 

 Date Greeter Crucifer 
Lector 1/  
Chalice 

Lector 2 
Prayers  of 
the People 

Nov 3 
All Saints Day 

Yeats Conwell Ray Locke Gina Hurley 
Cyndy 

Lamphier 
Ray Locke 

Nov 10 Judy Haravitch Mary Jo Smith 
Maggie 
Gibbons 

Allan Shafer 
Allene 

Baillargeon 

Nov 17 Anna Young Lucas Smith Mary Jo Smith 
Neil 

Houghton 
Catherine 

Faurot 

Nov 24 Andy Smith 
Maggie 
Gibbons 

Bev Smith 
John 

Rutkowski 
Robb Young 
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November 2019 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   

 

  

 

1 

10am Warden’s 

Meeting  

2 

3 

All Saints Day 

8:45am Choir  

Rehearsal 

10 am Worship 

Service 

11:15am Coffee 

Hour 

7:00pm 
RIT Dinner 

4 5 

 

6 

 

 

 

7 

12pm Silver 

Spoons 

6pm Evening 

Prayer 

8 

10am Warden’s 

Meeting  

9 

9am Quilting 

Group- Parish 

House 

 

10 

8:45am Choir  

Rehearsal  

10am Worship 

Service 

Blessing of the 

Rand House 

11:15am Coffee 

Hour  - Church 

School Families 

meet with Virginia 

11 12 

6pm Vestry  

Meeting– Parish 

House  

13 

5pm Liturgy  

Committee 

Meeting 

6pm Girl Scout 

Meeting—Parish 

House 

 

14 

5pm Altar Guild 

Meeting 

6pm Evening 

Prayer 

15 

5:30pm Lock-In at 

Christ Church, 

Pittsford 

16 

17 

8:45am Choir  

Rehearsal  

10 am Worship 

Service 

11:15am Coffee 

Hour  

18 19 

5:30pm Dinner 

for Church School 

Families to meet 

with Virginia 

20 

6pm Girl Scout 

Meeting—Parish 

House 

21 

6pm Evening 

Prayer 

 

22 

10am Warden’s 

Meeting  

23 

24 

8:45am Choir  

Rehearsal  

10 am Worship 

Service 

11:15am Coffee 

Hour - Advent 

Wreath Making 

25 26 27 

 

28 29 

 

30 

VTS & Allene @ College for 

Congregational Development 

Church Office Closed - No Evening Prayer 

Blessing Bag 

Workshop 

during Coffee 

Hour 
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585-624-4074 

  

Wondering about Stewardship? 

We are moving it to the first Sunday of January with a special new event called  

Consecration Sunday!  

Stay tuned!! 

http://www.stjohnshoneoyefalls.org

