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February 11, 2021 
 
Dear St. John’s Friends: 
 
In conversation with many of you over the past few weeks, I have heard a variety of comments 
and/or concerns about the COVID-19 vaccine.  Many of you have questions about whether you 
are eligible, whether the vaccine is safe, and where to get the vaccine.  I am writing today to 
share information and resources that I hope will help us all. 
 
Where do we get information? 
The best, most up-to-date information about the vaccine will always come from the New York 
State Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control.  Please do not rely on 
information received through social media, which may or may not be accurate.  For information 
about the vaccine and eligibility, please see https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov. 
 
Am I eligible? 
On February 15, the list of eligible persons will expand considerably to include those with 
certain underlying health conditions.  For more information on eligibility, please see 
https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/phased-distribution-vaccine#phase-1a---phase-1b. 
 
Is it safe? 
Vaccination helps you, and it helps those with whom you come into contact, by limiting the 
spread of the disease from person to person.   Though there can be some slight side effects from 
the vaccine, they are considered to be very minor when compared with actually having COVID. 
 
If you have questions about whether the vaccine is safe for you, please speak with your 
healthcare provider.  That individual will give you the best information, based on your personal 
circumstances.  Again, do not rely on information found on social media, or from any source 
other than your care provider.  My own personal advice—which I must stress is not clinical—is 
to get the vaccine if you are eligible.   
 
Where and when can I get the vaccine? 
I know that many of you are frustrated with the availability of vaccine, and the potential need to 
travel long distances for an appointment. Right now, the only state-sponsored site in our area is 
the Dome Arena, at 2695 East Henrietta Road.  To see if you are eligible and learn more about 
setting up an appointment, go to https://am-i-
eligible.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/Public/prescreener.  You may also call 1-833-NYS-4-
VAX (1-833-697-4829). 
 
As of today, February 11, 2021, CVS and Walgreens are offering COVID testing and COVID 
vaccines. Both companies schedule appointments through their websites.  In the Rochester 



region, CVS is offering vaccines at their Fairport and Batavia stores. Walgreens is offering the 
vaccine at their Eastway, Pittsford, Chili-Paul, Mt. Read, and East Avenue stores.  Appointmetns 
are required, and you must register online through a multi-step process. Neither company is 
booking appointments more than a few days out, so you may want to check their websites 
frequently.  The websites are: 
 
CVS: https://www.cvs.com/immunizations/covid-19-vaccine  
Walgreens: https://www.walgreens.com/findcare/vaccination/covid-19 
 
A number of people have mentioned to me that the Honeoye Falls Pharmacy and the Mendon 
Pharmacy will distribute vaccines.  I phoned both pharmacies today, and neither one is offering 
vaccines at this time.  
 
Regardless of where or when you get your vaccine, you will need a second dose.  All vaccine 
distribution sites are scheduling two doses, so do be aware that you will have two appointments a 
few weeks apart. 
 
Of course, all of this is predicated on the actual availability of vaccine doses. The Honeoye Falls 
Pharmacy has a waiting list of over 400 people, and they continue to accept names for when they 
do receive the vaccine.  That pharmacy will receive batches of 100 doses at a time. The Mendon 
Pharmacy indicated they would make announcement when they receive the vaccine.  
 
As we wait on the vaccines to become more readily available, please continue to be vigilant in 
mask wearing, hand-washing, and social distancing. 
 
I pray, as I know you all do, for an end to COVID.  We are tired and worn out, but we are not 
defeated. Please continue to hold our public health officials, first responders, medical providers, 
healthcare workers, vaccine manufacturers, and those administering the vaccine in your prayers.  
They are brave, they are tireless, and we owe them our sincere gratitude.  
 
Gracious and life-giving God, you comfort and care for us in the deepest of troubles.  We ask 
your blessing as we continue to live amidst COVID.  Help us to stay safe, patient, and attentive.  
Give us compassion for those who are working to help us and give us stamina to care for others 
and ourselves. We pray for guidance as we continue to learn and adapt in these changing times, 
and we thank you for your continued presence with us, even in our moments of darkness.  We 
pray always in the name of your well-beloved son, Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Be safe, my friends, and call if you need anything. 
 
Peace to each of you- 
 
Virginia+ 
 
The Very Rev. Virginia Tyler Smith 
Rector 


