
LOVE IN THE TIME OF COVID

During our year of COVID, I have observed a number of things
about our community. First, I observed that we are growing.
We are growing in numbers, and we are growing in depth. We
want to see and be in a relationship with each other and with
God, and the ways in which we express that are evolving.
People call me more to check in on others, to share news, to
ask for ways of supporting their neighbors.

Further, the questions people ask of God, of themselves, and
of me are fundamentally deeper and more complex than the
sorts of questions we asked before.   

I have also observed that we are more willing to admit to the
questions. I suppose, on some level, Jesus must be quietly
happy about the ways we are looking for meaning, and the
honesty with which we bring the questions forward. He never
promised us that we would have all the answers. Neither did
He tell us that we would need to know everything in order to
live a robust and complete life. If anything, He encouraged us
to be the ones to ask the questions. Why is it that people
aren’t living in safety? Why is it that need for food and water
and clothing go unmet? Why is it that we reject those who are
different than us? How do I have a conversation with my
family that goes beyond the soundbites we said before? 

In the 9th chapter of Luke, Jesus says: take nothing with you
for the journey. No bag, no sandals, no extra tunic. When you
go into someone’s house, accept the hospitality that is given
you. If they don’t receive you, then shake off the dust from
your sandals and move on to the next place. That’s a
paraphrase, of course, but the important messages are all
right there: what you think you need is not what you need.
You have what you need.
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 sprays, behavioral adaptation, and medications.
Could our cats be the barometer of the stress their
humans have? No doubt we are spending more time
with them, and perhaps their stress is just the feline
way of asking us to get out of their way. Maybe they
are saying, “Don’t you need to go to work, or school,
or out for another walk?” Maybe, and I think more
likely, they know that the stress we’ve all
experienced, stays with us and extends beyond us. I
have to think that in our slowing down to notice and
tend to them, we are somehow slowing down and
tending to what we need ourselves.

Many of us are in process to be vaccinated. We all
hope for a time when we can return to some part of
our lives prior to COVID. Our cats tell us, though, that
the deep impact of this time won’t go away
overnight. We still have stress. We still need
reassurance. We still need each other, and the love
we share, to point us to God’s Good News.  

Luckily, we are a community of animal lovers who
will be present to our pet friends. Luckily too, we
have each other, to be present to us as we continue
to search for support and solace in this time. The old
hymn says, “They will know we are Christians by our
love.” I hope we will know we are Christians by the
love we receive and the joy we have in sharing love
with each other, simply, without a lot of tools, but by
deep and abiding presence. This is what our God
wants from us: showing up, sharing, calling it good,
letting it be Love. Peace and grace to all of you this
Lent. Love you!              Virginia+

Jesus did say we need is to go out in pairs, and
we go to meet each other.  This life of faith is not
something that we do alone. It’s a team sport. We
follow Jesus with others, in conversation as we
constantly convert our hearts and our lives
towards Christ’s way of love. 

Observation three—Love. I’m intrigued by how
frequently we are saying it to each other. I hear
you signing off of Zoom calls saying, “Love you
all!”  Bible study and Evening prayer ends with
words of gratitude and people saying, “Love you.”  
We call each other out with, “Love you, Chris.
Love you, Val.”  Even in-person meetings tend to
have words of love spoken. Maybe the words
replace the hugs we used to offer. I think these
words of love are more than just a substitute. I
think we really have grown to love one another
more, to appreciate the gifts we bring, and to see
each other as family in Christ in new ways. It
fascinates me that the new ways are not big,
complex programs, but simply that we see each
other as persons like us, with similar joys, likes,
concerns, and wonders. Maybe—I hope—we’re
getting braver at admitting our love—and hence
our dependence—on God and one another. Either
way, it’s a good thing. 

The fourth thing I observe may seem funny at
first. A few weeks ago, I heard a number of us on
Zoom talking about the anxiety level in our cats.
They are showing their stress, and we are trying
to mitigate their worry through toys, pheromone
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Bishop Prince Singh will be visiting St. John's on Palm Sunday, March
28!

To help support those afflicted by the Coronavirus pandemic, the
Bishop has decided to reorient the Annual Bishop's Appeal to assist
with personal emergencies in the community and congregations that
may arise out of this crisis. This shift will be facilitated by directing
100% of the donations made to the Annual Bishop's Appeal to the
Bishop's Discretionary Fund. it will be administered by:

Save the Date: Bishop's Visit

Working with the District Deans to determine where the specific needs are and directing from the
Annual Bishop's Appeal to the Rector's Discretionary Fund.
Working directly with individual or community needs locally and globally as the Bishop is aware of
them. He has already sent checks to food pantries and such in our communities.
All gifts payable to: Episcopal Diocese of Rochester. Enter memo line: “Annual Bishop's Appeal".

1.

2.

3.
If you would like to give to the Bishop's Appeal, you may send a check to the Diocese at: 3825 E.
Henrietta Road, Suite 100, Henrietta, N.Y. 14467 or you may give online at: 
 https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=104588.

The Episcopal Diocese of Rochester, in partnership with South
Wedge Mission, invites you to participate in The Lenten Project. The
Lenten Project is designed to help you develop a committed,
consistent, and communal spiritual rhythm, in five minutes a day or
less. Join Matthew Nickoloff, Billy Daniel, and members of the
Diocesan Formation Team as we explore living-out our spiritual
practices through an intuitive daily practices journal, online cell
groups, and reflection resources, offered by faithful practitioners.
There’s no better time to pursue the life of faith.  Registration is
required (see weekly email for link). This program will meet on
Wednesday, Feb. 24, March 10 and March 24 at 7:30pm.

The Lenten Project
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Read and Watch!
Join us as we read The Lion, The Witch and
The Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis during Lent, and
then join us for a Streaming Party Sunday
March 21, 3 pm on Zoom.
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In this true story told through flashbacks, Christy Brown is born with crippling
cerebral palsy into a poor, working-class Irish family. Able only to control
movement in his left foot and to speak in guttural sounds, he is mistakenly
believed to be intellectually disabled for the first ten years of his life. Later,
through the help of his strong-willed mother, a dedicated teacher, and his own
courage and determination, Christy not only learns to grapple with life's simple
physical tasks and complex psychological pains, but he also develops into a
brilliant painter, poet and author.

St. Patrick's Day Movie Night
Join us for a St. Patrick's Day Movie Night viewing My Left Foot on Wed., March 17 at 7pm on Zoom.

Are you having trouble conversing with people on the other side of the political fence? Finding that
your family relationships or friendships are strained by political events? You’re not alone.
 
Battle lines have been drawn and many people are convinced their party and their positions are the
only alternative to national chaos. Ray Suarez knows a lot about contentious political landscapes.
Mr. Suarez is an American broadcast journalist and a Visiting Professor at Amherst College. Suarez’s
journalism career includes the NPR’s Talk of the Nation (1993-1999), PBS News Hour (1999-2013),
and stints with Al Jazeera (2013-2016), CNN, Euronews, and Public Radio International. He also
knows a great deal about faith. As an award-winning journalist, college instructor, and outspoken
Episcopalian, he has written a book on the subject, and offers these four video presentations in this
free online class:

Feb 28:        The Challenge of Civility
March 7:      Scripture and Civility
March 14:     What Civility Might Look Like
March 21:     Getting There

Civil Discourse in Uncivil Times

This course is ideal for Christians looking for
ways to be faithful in the midst of contentious
politics.  Please let Jill know that you would
like to attend, and she will send you the
Participant’s Guide.  Then join us on Zoom,
Meeting ID 532-398-8617, at noon for each of
these discussions.
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Since we won't be able to do our traditional Palm Sunday Service (starting in the Parish
House and parading over to the church) please join us after Service on Palm Sunday,
March 28 for a hike around Mendon Ponds Park. We will meet at the Devil's Bathtub to
start. Don't forget to dress for the weather and wear a mask! 

Palm Sunday Promenade
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Health and well-being:
Theresa, Turi, John, Keith, Renee, Elaine, Sarah, Roger, Josie, Julie, George,

Nick, Becky, Anthony, Maria, Chris, Chelsea Patricia, Stephen, Tom, Rich
and Becca.

 
For those who have died:

Hazel, Allen, Theresa, Ronnie, David and Paul

Vestry Update
At the February Vestry meeting, Treasurer Will
Ingle reported that we have a $3,000 surplus year-
to-date because of some early payment of pledges.  
This helped with one-time annual expenses, such
as the annual sewer bill. Total assets of the parish
are $314,868. The only liability is the remaining
balance on the Sibley loan of $5,264. 

A decline in the balance of the Discretionary Fund
was discussed. The Rector uses the fund to support
persons in need and other worthy causes. Normally
that fund is replenished through the cash received
in the plate on the first Sunday of each month.
Without in-person  worship, giving to the fund is
down. 

The Carriage House furnace needs significant work
or replacement. The Buildings and Grounds
Committee has quotes from three vendors that 

they will review as part of an overarching plan for
capital needs on the campus. 

The Rector presented the plans for Ash
Wednesday and Lent. Including prayer, formation
and fellowship opportunities. 

Mary Jo Smith reported on the Care Team and the
Valentine's Cards that the Team sent out.

John Richards reported that the pipe organ will
be tuned this month and that we continue to be a
leader and leader on Music Ministry during COVID
for the rest of the Diocese.

The Rector reported various changes to the
format of the Parochial Report (which was filed
on February 28). She also discussed the pastoral
letter on COVID vaccines sent out earlier in
February.  

The March Vestry meeting is Tuesday, March 16,
at 7:00 on Zoom.   


